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Statement	of	Purpose	

We are a welcoming, supportive community, founded in 1967, in which secular Jews and their 
families can affirm, celebrate and enrich their Jewish identity and values. 

We subscribe to Humanistic Judaism, one of the five branches of Judaism recognized by the United 
Jewish Communities of North America.  We are affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism and 
the International Federation of Secular Humanistic Jews. 

Humanistic Judaism defined: 

• A humanist believes that a Jew is a person of Jewish descent or any person who declares 
himself or herself to be a Jew and who identifies with the history, ethical values, culture, 
civilization, community and experiences of the Jewish people.  (Adopted by the International 
Federation of Secular Humanistic Jews, October, 1988.) 

• A humanist believes that each person, whether or not he or she believes in God, is 
responsible for leading a moral, ethical life that will add to the greater good of humanity, 
without reliance on supernatural forces or theological authority. 

• Humanistic Judaism combines the Jewish values of loving-kindness (Gemilut Chassadim), 
charity (T’zedakah) and making the world a better place (Tikkun Olam) with the recognition 
that the responsibility for putting them in practice lies in one’s own hands. 

Congregation Practices at CHJ: 

Our community functions as a cooperative.  Through diverse programs and on-line forums, we: 

• Educate ourselves and our children in Jewish history, culture, tradition and values; 
• Celebrate and observe Jewish holidays and mark important life cycle events in meaningful, 

non-theistic ways; 
• Engage in social action and community service; 
• Explore philosophic and ethical issues in group discussion; 
• Keep current on issues of concern to Jewish people and support Israel in its quest for peace;  
• Foster an understanding of Humanistic Judaism in the broader community; and 
• Dedicate ourselves to creating a compassionate community whose members treat each other 

with respect, dignity and caring. 

(Excerpted from the CHJ Statement of Purpose, revised June 2002) 
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ROSH	HASHANAH	
2022/5783 

 

[Musical Prelude] 

I.  OPENING 

Song Leader:  “In the seventh month on the first day of the month, there shall be 
a solemn service, a time to refrain from work, a day of 
commemoration proclaimed to the sound of the Shofar.” 
     (Lev. 23:24) 

Song Leader 
 & Shofar:  T’kee-ah! ! תקיעה 
  T’kee-ah!  ! תקיעה 
   T’kee-ah!  ! תקיעה 

Leader 1: Tonight, all over the world, the Shofar will sound, and that cry will 
be understood by Jews in Israel and throughout the diaspora. No 
matter what language Jews speak to conduct their secular or 
spiritual lives, the poignant bleat of the ram’s horn transcends 
mere words. 

 

 The Shofar is the ritual horn of ancient Israel, recalling primitive 
times when the ram’s horn summoned families and tribes to 
solemn assembly.  Its emphatic cry, in every age, remains a call to 
conscience. 

Leader 2: Tonight we assemble to the sound of the Shofar to review and 
reconsider our lives. Rosh Hashanah heralds an opportunity for 
new beginnings. Now is the time to pause and reflect, to evaluate 
the past year and to discard what no longer fits the person we 
want to be.  Self-reflection, self-evaluation, self-renewal: These 
are the tasks we are called to by the Shofar’s blast.  Our minds 
are open to broader issues, but Rosh Hashanah reminds us to 
begin with self-improvement. 

 

 With Jews everywhere, we celebrate the significance of this day, 
the first day of Tishri, as we usher in a period of reflection that 
culminates on Yom Kippur. It is good to gather in our own 
community on Rosh Hashanah, “The Head of the Year.” 

 
Song Leader & 
Congregation:  Hineh Ma Tov 
 

Hi-neh ma tov u-ma na-eem 
She-vet a-cheem gam ya-chad. (repeat many times) 
 
(Behold how good and pleasant it is to dwell together in unity) 
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Greeting:  Congregation President Ruth Light 
 
Leader 1:  In the twilight of the vanishing year, thanksgiving fills our hearts.  
 

Congregation:  Our souls are stirred by the memory of joy, as Rosh Hashanah  
   and the new year begin. 
 
Leader 1: We were sustained by love and kindness; comforted in times of 

sorrow; found happiness in our homes and gladness with our 
friends. 

 

Congregation: As the new year begins, our spirits rise in grateful song. 
 
Leader 1: But there were dreams that came to naught, and times when we 

refused to dream. These, with much regret, we now remember, as 
the new year begins. 

 

Congregation: As the new year begins, contrition fills our souls. 
 

Leader 1: Some of our days were dark with grief. We shed tears for the ties 
that were broken. We look back with sorrow, as the new year 
begins. 

 

Congregation: As the new year begins, tears well up within us. 
 
Leader 1: Yet we look ahead with hope, giving thanks for the chance of 

renewal, for the promise of good to come. May this Rosh 
Hashanah, birthday of the world, be our day of rebirth into life and 
peace, serenity and safety, as the new year begins.   

 

Congregation: As the new year begins, so is hope reborn with us! 
 
 
lI.  SHOFAR 
 
Song Leader:  “Sound the Shofar on the New Moon, at the time appointed for our 

festival day.”  
     (Psalms 81:4) 

Song Leader 
& Shofar:  T’kee-ah!   ! תקיעה 

   She-va-reem!   ! שברים  
   Te-roo-ah!  ! תרועה 

  T’kee-ah!  ! תקיעה 
 
Leader 1:  Today, wherever Jews are, the call of the Shofar resounds. It speaks 

to our hearts, our minds, and our souls.  It rouses us to listen to the 
voice within. 

 

  “Awake, O sleepers, Awake from your sleep!” cries the Shofar. 
“Search your deeds and …look to your souls, and better your ways 
and actions.” 

 

                                                              (Adapted from Maimonides,12th  century Jewish scholar) 
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Leader 1:  We will spend the coming days reflecting on where we have been 
and where we are going, for our future must be informed by our past.   

Leader 2: The sound of the ram’s horn is sharp; 
 It breaks through the echoes of the day just spent; 
 It cuts through our usual occupations and concerns; 
 It penetrates the air and makes this a special place; 
 It marks the time. 
 
Reader 1: Sounds fill the air about us 
 But we do not listen to them all. 
 
 We select, we decide 
 Which sounds we respond to. 
  
 What do we really care to hear? 
 A baby crying, a sound of beauty, a word of love, a cry for help? 
 
Reader 2: What will we hear? 
 What will cause us to turn, 
 To renew a part of life 
 Which too quickly passes by? 
 
 When our children tell us their troubles 
 Or proudly share their joys, do we really listen? 
 
Reader 1: Do we hear the loneliness of our elders 
 Through their talk, as through their silence? 
 And when we hear, do we turn in understanding? 
 
 Do we help the young to hear the voice of the ages? 
 Do we help their elders to hear the beat of the new? 
 
Reader 2: Do we listen to the sounds of nature, 
 To a bird, to a breeze 
 Or lose them in offensive noise? 
 
 Do we hear the sounds of chaos and of creation in our own lives? 
 And hearing, do we love each other more? 
 
Reader 1:                  Today the Shofar calls out to remind us that time does not 
 stand still.  And that it is never too late. 
 
 It is an alarm, to waken us from that slumber and stupor 
 Which shut out concern for others, and for ourselves. 
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llI.  CANDLE LIGHTING 
 
 
 
    
Leader 1:  Candles are a powerful symbol in Judaism, used on both joyous 

and mournful occasions. The flames we are about to kindle 
represent the eternal flame of the Jewish people, and connect us 
with our heritage. 

   
Leader 2:  In the candle’s flame we see the spark of life and the inner light of 

humanity, which we seek to turn to good ends. Together we have 
the power to push back the darkness.  Let us say together as 
the candles are lit: 

 
Leader 2 
& Congregation: Radiant is the light in the world. 
  Radiant is the light within each of us. 
  Radiant is the light of life. 
 
Song Leader & 
Congregation:  Ay-fo o-ree?  
  
  Where is my light?  My light is in me.  
  Where is my hope?  My hope is in me. 
  Where is my strength?  My strength is in me. 
  And in you.  And in you. 
        Where is my strength?  My strength is in me. 
        And in you.  And in you. 
   
  Ay-fo-o-ree?  O-ree be. 
  Ay-fo tik-va-tee?  Tik-va-tee be. 
  Ay-fo ko khee?  Ko-khee be. 
  V’gam bakh.  V’gam bakh. 
  Ay-fo ko-khee?  Ko-khee be. 
  V’gam bakh.  V’gam bakh. 
 
  Where is my light?  My light is in me.  
  Where is my hope?  My hope is in me. 
  Where is my strength?  My strength is in me. 
  And in you.  And in you. 
        Where is my strength?  My strength is in me.  
  And in you.  And in you. 
 
 
                        (“Where is My Light?” - Music, Mickie & Abe Mandel; Lyrics, Rabbi Sherwin Wine) 
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IV.  THE MESSAGE OF ROSH HASHANAH 
 
Leader 2: It is Rosh Hashanah, a time of reflection and aspiration.  We 

plumb the past for memories and their meanings.  We assess our 
potential for becoming our best selves.  We look backward and 
forward, but we do not stand still.  

   Reader 3:  The Birthday of the World 
 
    On the birthday of the world 
    I begin to contemplate 
    what I have done and left 
    undone, but this year 
    not so much rebuilding 
 

    of my perennially damaged 
    psyche, shoring up eroding 
    friendships, digging out 
    stumps of old resentments 
    that refuse to rot on their own. 
 

    No, this year I want to call 
    myself to task for what 
    I have done and not done 
    for peace. How much have 
    I dared in opposition? 
 

    How much have I put 
    on the line for freedom? 
    For mine and others? 
    As these freedoms are pared, 
    sliced and diced, where 
 

    have I spoken out? Who 
    have I tried to move? In 
    this holy season, I stand 
    self-convicted of sloth 
    in a time when lies choke 
 

    the mind and rhetoric 
    bends reason to slithering 
    choking pythons. Here 
    I stand before the gates 
    opening, the fire dazzling 
 

    my eyes, and as I approach 
    what judges me, I judge 
    myself. Give me weapons 
    of minute destruction. Let 
    my words turn into sparks.      
        (Marge Piercy) 
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Leader 2: On Rosh Hashanah, we sit in judgment of ourselves. The reality of 
our daily lives meets the sharp scrutiny of our ideals. The list of 
our deeds stands exposed. This is a time for truth, a time to 
respond to difficult questions. 

 
Leader 1: Have I expressed the love I feel for my dear ones, or have I shut 

them out? Have I treated others honestly, or have I cheated them, 
thereby cheating myself? 

  
Leader 2: Have I spoken out when I should have, or remained silent in fear 

of what others might say? Have I accepted the challenge of new 
ideas, or do I cling blindly to the old? 

 
Leader 1:  Have I developed my talents to the limit, or settled for mere  
   adequacy? Have I burrowed in the narrow rut of comfortable  
   routine? 
 
Leader 2: Have my words become tired?  Has my imagination grown stale? 
 
Leader 1: Is my courage spent? Have I been less than I can be? 
 
     (Rabbi Daniel Friedman, adapted) 
 
 
Leader 2: Traditional Jewish teachings speak of Rosh Hashanah as a day of 

divine judgment. As Humanistic Jews, we must assume all roles in 
our process of looking inward. We must admit our shortcomings, 
confess our misdeeds, and accept responsibility.  Then we must 
forgive ourselves and prepare for the year to come. 

Leader 1: No other person can give meaning to my life. While I cannot 
control all the factors that define my life, I possess the capacity to 
determine, if not the length of my days, at least their quality and 
depth.  

 
Leader 2: We want to be so much more than we are.  We want to be wiser, 

kinder, more vital, and more confident in the act of living.  We want 
to seize the world zestfully and turn it to some urgent purpose. 

 
 The task is daunting. Each Rosh Hashanah brings new 

resolutions, most of which we fail to keep.  We fear the risk of 
failure in the unfamiliar.  New ideas, new ways, new faces—all 
threaten our comfort zone.  

  
Leader 1: Still, we must pursue the dreams that challenge us with their 

visions. We need to seek out and celebrate the strength in our 
own selves.   

 
 We must be bold enough to discover our virtues and strong 

enough to bear our mistakes. The philosopher Kierkegaard 
reminds us: “To venture causes anxiety; but not to venture is to 
lose one’s self.” 
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Reader 4:  I will not die an unlived life. 
   I will not live in fear 
   of falling or catching fire. 
   I choose to inhabit my days, 
   to allow my living to open me, 
   to make me less afraid, 
   more accessible, 
   to loosen my heart 
   until it becomes a wing,  
   a torch, a promise. 
   I choose to risk my significance; 
   to live so that which comes to me as seed 
   goes to the next as blossom 
   and that which comes to me as blossom 
   goes on as fruit. 
                                                   (Dawna Markova) 

 
Reader 4:  And let us say together: 

Reader 4 
& Congregation: This moment, this night, this community grants me the time and 

permission to search within, to find the knowledge and courage to 
fashion my way forward. 

 
 
[Music and Silent Reflection] 

 

Leader 2: At the turning of the season, we see the natural world in flux. The 
leaves turn from green to red and gold.  The birds head once more 
toward the south.  Animals begin to store their food for the winter. 

 

Congregation: For leaves, birds, and animals, turning comes instinctively.  But for 
me, turning does not come easily.  

 
Leader 2: It takes an act of will for us to change.  It means breaking old 

habits; it means losing face.  It means starting all over again.  
 
Congregation: It means saying, “I am sorry.”  It means recognizing that I have the 

ability to change. 
 
Leader 2: Change is hard, often painful. But unless we turn, we will be 

trapped in yesterday’s ways. Then let us turn—from callousness to 
sensitivity, from hostility to love, from pettiness to purpose, from 
envy to contentment, from carelessness to discipline, from fear to 
hope.  

 
Congregation:  And let us turn toward each other, for in isolation there is no life.     

     (Rabbi Jack Riemer, adapted) 
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Song Leader &  
Congregation: Kehillah Kedoshah   
 
  If you are “a-tem,” then we’re “ni-tza-vim.” 
 We stand here today and remember the dream. 
 If you are “a-tem,” then we’re “ni-tza-vim.” 
 We stand here today and remember the dream. 
 
 Kehillah kedoshah,  kehillah kedosha, 
 Kehillah kedoshah,  kehillah kedosha. 
 
 Lai lai lai, lai lai.  Lai lai lai, lai lai. Lai lai lai, lai lai. Lai. 
 Lai lai lai, lai lai.  Lai lai lai, lai lai. Lai lai lai, lai lai. Lai. 
 
 Each one of us must play a part.  
 Each one of us must heed the call. 
 Each one of us must seek the truth. 
 Each one of us is a part of it all. 
 Each one of us must remember the pain. 
 Each one of us must find the joy. 
 Each one of us, each one of us. 
  
 Kehillah kedoshah,  kehillah kedosha, 
 Kehillah kedoshah,  kehillah kedosha. 
 
 Each one of us must start to hear.  

Each one of us must sing the song. 
Each one of us must do the work.  
Each one of us must right the wrong. 
Each one of us must build the home. 
Each one of us must hold the hope. 
Each one of us, each one of us. 
 
Kehillah kedoshah,  kehillah kedosha, 
Kehillah kedoshah,  kehillah kedosha. 

  
 Lai lai lai, lai lai.  Lai lai lai, lai lai. Lai lai lai, lai lai. Lai. 
 Lai lai lai, lai lai.  Lai lai lai, lai lai. Lai lai lai, lai lai. Lai. 
 
         (“Sacred Community,” Music & Lyrics, 
    Dan Nichols & Rabbi Mike Moskovitz) 
 
   
 
 
Leader 1: According to tradition, it is the year 5783 of the Jewish people. We 

reflect on how we have endured and remained cohesive.  
 
Leader 2: It is the year 246 of our nation. We reflect on Jewish life in 

America since colonial times, and how we have thrived in its 
climate of freedom. 
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Leader 1: It is the year 74 of the state of Israel. We reflect on its struggle to 
be strong yet remain a beacon of justice and righteousness. 

 
Leader 2: It is the year 55 of our congregation. We reflect on our efforts to 

define a contemporary Judaism and forge a strong community. 
 
 We gratefully acknowledge all that the past year has brought us of 

life and health, of love and joy, of beauty and truth, of strength and 
courage. Whatever good we have known this year, we reflect 
upon with gratitude; yet, we also reflect upon our sorrows, failures, 
and disappointments. 

 
Leader 1: Who of us can be entirely content with even our personal lives 

when we know the injustices in the world?  And, yet, the New Year 
is a reminder and celebration of the eternal possibility of renewal 
and improvement. 

 
Leader 2: May this day help us to find meaning in our lives.  Let the Shofar’s 

call also awaken the voice of our communal conscience and call 
us to action. 

  
 And let us say together: 
Leader 2 
& Congregation: May the spirit of our coming together this night grant us peace, 

that most precious gift, and give us the will to proclaim its 
message to all the peoples of the earth.  

 
 
Song Leader & 
Congregation:  Na-a-se Shalom 
 Na-a-se sha-lom ba-o-lam 

Na-a-se sha-lom a-ley-nu. 
V’al kol ha-o-lam 
V’im-ru, im ru sha-lom. 

 
 Na-a-se sha-lom 

Na-a-se sha-lom 
Sha-lom a-ley-nu, 
V’al kol ha-o-lam. 

 
 Na-a-se sha-lom 

Na-a-se sha-lom 
Sha-lom a-ley-nu, 
V’al kol ha-o-lam 

    (Music, Nurit Hirsch) 
 
 (Let us bring peace upon ourselves and upon all the world.) 
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VI.  TORAH CEREMONY 
 
Leader 2: Our tradition asserts itself in the symbol of the Torah. This ancient 

scroll contains much of the early record of our people’s 
experience.  Their trials and successes, their mistakes and 
achievements, are revealed with all the color and fury of a glorious 
history. Through the Torah we learn the customs and laws, the 
questions and answers of our own ancient family. Although many 
centuries separate us from the events and beliefs of our 
ancestors, there is wisdom to be gleaned from their stories, and 
their courage and passion still speak to our hearts.  

 
 For ceremonial purposes, Jews have continued to read from 

handwritten parchment Torahs in scroll form, housed in arks. Our 
congregation has such a scroll, a Torah from Czechoslovakia, 
salvaged from the Holocaust. We feel honored to have this Torah 
as a permanent loan from the London synagogue that restores 
and conserves such precious relics.  

  
 Please stand as the Torah is removed from the ark. 
[Music] 
 
Congregation: With Jews the world over, we read tonight to honor tradition and to 

connect us to the ancient Jewish text. 
 
Leader 2: Please be seated. 
 
 As Jewish Humanists we are comfortable in freely interpreting the 

text, looking beyond the literal message for truths and insights that 
speak to us today.  This evening we venture beyond the traditional 
holiday reading with a passage from the Book of Genesis, in which 
Rebekah conspires to cheat her eldest son out of his dying 
father’s final blessing. 

 

Genesis Chapter 27 

-ַויְִהי ִּכי  א זֵָקן יְִצָחק, ַוִּתְכֶהיןָ ֵעינָיו ֵמְראֹת; ַוּיְִקָרא 
-ֶאת ,ֵעָׂשו ְּבנֹו ַהָּגדֹל  
-ַוּיֹאֶמר, ִהּנֵה  ב .נָא זַָקנְִּתי; ֹלא יַָדְעִּתי, יֹום מֹוִתי  
-ְוַעָּתה ָׂשא  ג נָא ֵכֶליָך, ֶּתְליְָך ְוַקְׁשֶּתָך; ְוֵצא, 

.ה (ָציִד)ַהָּׂשֶדה, ְוצּוָדה ִּלי, ציד  
-ַוֲעֵׂשה  ד ְוָהִביָאה  ִלי ַמְטַעִּמים ַּכֲאֶׁשר ָאַהְבִּתי,
ִּלי ְואֵֹכָלה:--  .ָאמּות ַּבֲעבּור ְּתָבֶרְכָך נְַפִׁשי, ְּבֶטֶרם  

1 It came to pass, that when Isaac was 
old and his eyes dim, so that he could not 
see, he called Esau his elder son. 
2 And he said: ‘Behold now, I am old, I 
know not the day of my death. 
3 Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy 
weapons, quiver and bow, and go out to 
the field, and take me venison; 
4 and make me savory food that I may 
eat; that my soul may bless thee before I 
die.’	
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--ְוִרְבָקה ׁשַֹמַעת  ה -ְּבַדֵּבר יְִצָחק, ֶאל ֵעָׂשו 
;ְּבנֹו  
-ְוִרְבָקה, ָאְמָרה, ֶאל  ו :יֲַעקֹב ְּבנָּה, ֵלאמֹר  
-ֶלְך  ט -נָא, ֶאל -ַהּצֹאן, ְוַקח ִלי ִמָּׁשם ְׁשנֵי 

ְּגָדיֵי ִעּזִים, טִֹבים; ְוֶאֱעֶׂשה אָֹתם ַמְטַעִּמים 
ְלָאִביָך,  

י ָאָכל, ַּבֲעֻבר ֲאֶׁשר ְוֵהֵבאָת ְלָאִביָך, וְ   
יְָבֶרְכָך, ִלְפנֵי מֹותֹו.  

 

5 And Rebekah heard when Isaac spoke 
to Esau his son. 
6 And she spoke unto Jacob her son, 
saying: 
9 ‘Go now to the flock, and fetch me two 
good kids of the goats; and I will make 
savory food for thy father. 
10 And thou shalt bring it to thy father, 
that he may eat, so that he may bless 
thee before his death.’	

-ַוִּתַּקח ִרְבָקה ֶאת  טו ִּבגְֵדי ֵעָׂשו ְּבנָּה ַהָּגדֹל, 
-; ַוַּתְלֵּבׁש ֶאת…ַהֲחֻמדֹת .יֲַעקֹב, ְּבנָּה ַהָּקָטן  
-ים, ִהְלִּביָׁשה, ַעלְוֵאת, עֹרֹת ְּגָדיֵי ָהִעּזִ   טז
--יָָדיו  .ְוַעל, ֶחְלַקת ַצָּואָריו

15 Then Rebekah took the choicest 
garments of her elder son Esau, and put 
them on Jacob her younger son. 
16 And she put the skins of the kids of 
the goats on his hands and on the 
smooth part of his neck. 

  
-ַוּיֹאֶמר יְִצָחק ֶאל  כא -יֲַעקֹב, ְּגָׁשה ּנָא 

ַוֲאֻמְׁשָך ְּבנִי: -ַהַאָּתה זֶה ְּבנִי ֵעָׂשו, ִאם   .ֹלא  
-ַוּיִַּגׁש יֲַעקֹב ֶאל  כב יְִצָחק ָאִביו, ַויְֻמֵּׁשהּו; 

.ַוּיֹאֶמר, ַהּקֹל קֹול יֲַעקֹב, ְוַהּיַָדיִם, יְֵדי ֵעָׂשו  
--ְוֹלא ִהִּכירֹו  כג -יּכִ  ָהיּו יָָדיו ִּכיֵדי ֵעָׂשו 

 .ָאִחיו, ְׂשִערֹת; ַויְָבְרֵכהּו

21 And Isaac said unto Jacob, ‘Come 
near, I pray thee, that I may feel whether 
thou be my son Esau or not.’ 
22 And Jacob went near unto Isaac his 
father, and he felt him and said: ‘The 
voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands 
are the hands of Esau.’ 
23 And he did not recognize him, 
because his hands were hairy like his 
brother Esau’s hands; so he blessed him. 

.ַוּיֹאֶמר, ַאָּתה זֶה ְּבנִי ֵעָׂשו; ַוּיֹאֶמר, ָאנִי  כד  
ְצָחק ָאִביו:ַוּיֹאֶמר ֵאָליו, יִ   כו -ְּגָׁשה   ּנָא 

-ּוְׁשָקה .ִּלי, ְּבנִי  
-ַוּיִַּגׁש, ַוּיִַּׁשק  כז -לֹו, ַוּיַָרח ֶאת ֵריַח ְּבגָָדיו, 

 ַויְָבְרֵכהּו; 

24 And he said: ‘Art thou truly my son 
Esau?’  
And he said: ‘I am.’ 
26 And his father Isaac said unto him: 
‘Come near now and kiss me, my son.’ 
27 And he came near and kissed him. 
And Isaac smelled the smell of his 
clothing, and blessed him. 

-ַויְִהי, ַּכֲאֶׁשר ִּכָּלה יְִצָחק ְלָבֵרְך ֶאת  ל 
יֲַעקֹב, ַויְִהי ַאְך יָצֹא יָָצא יֲַעקֹב, ֵמֵאת ְּפנֵי 

., ָּבא ִמֵּצידֹויְִצָחק ָאִביו; ְוֵעָׂשו ָאִחיו  
-ַוּיַַעׂש ַּגם  לא הּוא ַמְטַעִּמים, ַוּיֵָבא ְלָאִביו; 

--ַוּיֹאֶמר ְלָאִביו, יָֻקם ָאִבי ְויֹאַכל ִמֵּציד ְּבנֹו

30 And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac 
had finished blessing Jacob, and Jacob 
had scarcely gone out from the presence 
of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother 
came in from his hunting. 
31 He also had made savory food and 
brought it to his father, and said: ‘Let my 
father arise and eat of his son’s venison, 
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 ’.that thy soul may bless me .ַּבֲעֻבר, ְּתָבְרַכּנִי נְַפֶׁשָך

-ַוּיֹאֶמר לֹו יְִצָחק ָאִביו, ִמי  לב ָאָּתה; ַוּיֹאֶמר, 
.ֲאנִי ִּבנְָך ְבכְֹרָך ֵעָׂשו  

-ַוּיֱֶחַרד יְִצָחק ֲחָרָדה, ְּגדָֹלה ַעד  לג ְמאֹד, 
-ַוּיֹאֶמר ִמי -ֵאפֹוא הּוא ַהָּצד ַציִד ַוּיֵָבא ִלי 

-ָואַֹכל ִמּכֹל ְּבֶטֶרם ָּתבֹוא, ָוֲאָבְרֵכהּו; ַּגם
.הָּברּוְך, יְִהיֶ   

-ִּכְׁשמַֹע ֵעָׂשו, ֶאת  לד ִּדְבֵרי ָאִביו, ַוּיְִצַעק 
-ְצָעָקה, ְּגדָֹלה ּוָמָרה ַעד ְמאֹד; ַוּיֹאֶמר ְלָאִביו, 

-ָּבְרֵכנִי גַם .ָאנִי ָאִבי  
ַוּיֹאֶמר, ָּבא ָאִחיָך ְּבִמְרָמה; ַוּיִַּקח,   לה

 .ִּבְרָכֶתָך

32 And Isaac said unto him: ‘Who art 
thou?’ And he said: ‘I am thy son, thy 
firstborn, Esau.’ 
33 And Isaac trembled exceedingly, and 
said: ‘Who then is he that hunted game 
and brought it to me? I have eaten it all 
before you came, and I have blessed 
him. And indeed he shall be blessed.’  
34 When Esau heard the words of his 
father, he cried with an exceeding great 
and bitter cry, and said to his father: 
‘Bless me—me also, 0 my father!’ 
35 But he said: ‘Thy brother came with 
deceit and hath taken away your 
blessing.’ 

 

 

Leader:  Please stand as the Torah is returned to the ark. 

[Music] 

Leader:  Please be seated. 

Torah Commentary:  David Shafer 

 
VII.  MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Leader 1: Let us pause now for a moment as we recall those whom we have 
loved who are no longer among us. Though vanished from our 
sight, they live on in our hearts. What was good in their lives 
endures in our memory. We are grateful for their lives, for their 
time with us and our companionship with them, and for the sweet 
memories they left behind.  We say together: 

Leader 1 
& Congregation:  In tribute to our departed, may we live wisely, courageously and 

usefully. Thus will they remain as living influences among us. 
 
[Silent Reflection] 
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Reader 5: In everything, there is at least an eighth 
of death. It doesn’t weigh much. 
With what hidden, peaceful charm 
we carry it everywhere we go. 
In sweet awakenings, 
in our travels, 
in our love talk, 
when we are unaware,  
forgotten in all the corners of our being— 
always with us.  
And never heavy. 
   (Leah Goldberg, trans. M. Falk) 

 

[Silent reflection, with music] 

 
Leader 1: We light this memorial candle in honor of those who touched our 

lives but are no longer with us.   
[Candle is lit] 
 
Leader 1: We light this second memorial candle in memory of the six million 

lost in the Holocaust, many of whom left no mourners.   
[Candle is lit]  
 
Leader 1:  We light this final memorial candle for the lives lost around the 

world in the barbaric wars, strife, and acts of terrorism still raging 
in the twenty-first century. May it spark within us the courage and 
resolve to seek peace, justice, and security for all.    

[Candle is lit] 
 
Reader 6:                 There are stars whose radiance is visible on earth 

though they have long been extinct.  
There are people whose brilliance continues to light the world 
though they are no longer among the living.   
These lights are particularly bright when the night is dark. 
They light the way for humankind. 

   (Hannah Senesh) 
 
Song Leader & 
Congregation: Zay-kher Tza-dee-keem      

Zay-kher tza-dee-keem, lee-v’ra-kha. 
Zay-kher tza-dee-keem, lee-v’ra-kha. 
Lee-v’ra-kha, lee-v’ra-kha, 
Zak-kher tza-dee-keem, lee-v'ra-kha. 
 
(The remembrance of righteous people is a blessing to us.) 
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VIII. CLOSING 
 
Leader 2: Let this New Year be the beginning of a new life in each of us, 

wherein old things are passed away.  Those ideas that remain to 
feed and encourage our prejudices – let them pass away. 

Congregation: Let them pass away, but not the old thoughts that are still true. 
 
Leader 2: The anger and bitter feelings – let them pass away. 
Congregation: Let them pass away, but not the old emotions filled with kindness. 
 
 

Leader 2: The harsh words, the suspicious looks, the clenched hands and 
unwilling feet – let them pass away. 

Congregation: Let them pass away, but not the compassion and caring that 
nourish humankind.  

 
Leader 2: The new fashions that distract us from behaving responsibly and 

kindly – let them pass away. 
Congregation: Let them pass away, but not the old habits that guide our 

conscience.  
 

 May all that is good and precious remain, but let the clutter of our 
heads and hearts depart, that new inspirations and affections may 
enter to gladden our lives. 

 
Reader 7: Let the rain come and wash away 
 the ancient grudges, the bitter hatreds 
 held and nurtured over generations. 
 Let the rain wash away the memory 
 of the hurt, the neglect. 
 Then let the sun come out and 
 fill the sky with rainbows. 
 Let the warmth of the sun heal us 
 wherever we are broken. 
 Let it burn away the fog so that 
 we can see each other clearly. 
 So that we can see beyond labels, 
 beyond accents, gender or skin color. 
 Let the warmth and brightness 
 of the sun melt our selfishness. 
 So that we can share the joys and 
 feel the sorrows of our neighbors. 
 And let the light of the sun 
 be so strong that we will see all 
 people as our neighbors. 
 Let the earth, nourished by rain, 
 bring forth flowers 
 to surround us with beauty. 
 And let the mountains teach our hearts 
 to reach upward to heaven. 
    (Rabbi Harold S. Kushner)  
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Song Leader 
& Shofar:  T’kee-ah!  ! תקיעה 
  She-va-reem!   ! שברים  
  Te-roo-ah!   ! תרועה 
     T’kee-ah G’do-lah! ! תקיעה  גדולה 

Leader 2: In the coming year, and the years that follow, let us renew our 
commitment to our highest ideals.  Let us live mindfully and 
courageously.  Let us welcome new beginnings. 

Reader 8: I opened my door 
 and many, many crowded to come in. 
 I therefore pushed back  
 the walls of my room 
 to welcome all my guests. 
 And my room became the home 
 of my friends 
 And my room became the world. 
                                       (Amir Gilboa) 
 
Leader 2: May it be a good year. 
Congregation: May it be a healthy year. 
 
Leader 2:  May it be a year of peace. 
Congregation: May we have the strength to make it so.    
 
Song Leader 
& Congregation: Od Yavo’ Shalom Aleinu 
 
 Od yavo’ shalom aleinu 

Od yavo’ shalom aleinu 
Od yavo’ shalom aleinu 
Ve al kulam.  
 
Od yavo’ shalom aleinu 
Od yavo’ shalom aleinu 
Od yavo’ shalom aleinu 
Ve al kulam.  

 
Salaam. 
Aleinu ve al kol ha olam 
Salaam, Shalom.  
 
Salaam. 
Aleinu ve al kol ha olam 
Salaam, Shalom. (repeat all)  
 
       (“Peace Will Yet Come Upon Us,” Music & Lyrics, Mosh Ben-Ari) 
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Leader 1:  Our Rosh Hashanah service will soon conclude, but let us first 
symbolically observe a traditional holiday oneg. We will take a 
moment to appreciate the fruitful earth and those who labor to 
provide food for our table. And let us never forget those in our 
community and beyond whose days are defined by hunger. 

 
Leader 2: We celebrate the fruit of the vine and the bounty of nature as we 

lift this cup and sip. For we are part of nature, which gives us birth 
and continues to sustain us.   Together we say: 

Leader 2 
& Congregation: May there be such wine 
 To quench the thirst 
 Of all who are still parched. 
 
Leader 1: May the sharing of this challah strengthen our bonds with others 

who walk upon this earth.  We are grateful to all who have helped 
bring bread to our table, and we vow to respond in turn to those in 
need.   Let us say together: 

 

Leader 1 
& Congregation: May there be such bread  
 To purge the emptiness 
 Of those who yet hunger. 
 
Song Leader: Let us sing of hope for the New Year. 
 
All:     Bashana Ha-ba’a 

La la la, la la la  
La la la, la la la  
Ba-sha-na ba-sha-na, ha-ba’a 
Od tir-eh, od tir-eh 
ka-ma tov yi-h’-ye 
Ba-sha-na, ba-sha-na, ha-ba-a 
  
Soon the day will arrive 
When we will be together 
And no longer will we live in fear. 
  
And the children will smile  
Without them wondering whether 
On that day, dark new clouds will appear. 
    
Wait and see, wait and see 
What a world there can be 
If we share, if we care, you and me. 
 
Wait and see, wait and see  
What a world there can be 
If we share, if we care, you and me. 
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Some have dreamed, some have died 
To make a bright tomorrow 
And their vision remains in our hearts. 
 
Now the torch must be passed 
In hope and not in sorrow, 
And a promise to make a new start. 
 
La la la, la la la  
La la la, la la la 
Ba-sha-na ba-sha-na, ha-ba’a 
 
Od tir-eh, od tir-eh  
ka-ma tov yi-h’-ye  
Ba-sha-na, ba-sha-na, ha-ba-a 
La la la, la la la, la la la… 
   
 (Music, Nurit Hirsch; Lyrics, Ehud Manor) 

 
Song Leader:            L’Shanah Tovah! 
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Join us as our High Holiday  
observances continue 

 
 

Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre – October 4 at 7:30 pm 
Zoom Meditation – October 5 at 2:30 pm � 

Yom Kippur Memorial & Closing – October 5 at 5:00 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

19 

Acknowledgments 
 
Our services have always been prepared by Congregation members, who draw on previous 
services as well as diverse source materials. Among sources frequently utilized or adapted have 
been Rabbi Sherwin Wine’s High Holidays for Humanists and other writings; articles from the 
Society for Humanistic Judaism’s journal, Humanistic Judaism; writings by colleagues in sister 
congregations in the movement; selected texts from the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, and wide ranging traditional and contemporary music, poetry, and prose. 
Unfortunately, after years of revision, many citations have been lost or distorted, and so we chose 
to omit most of them, with apologies to the known or unknown authors.  Rochelle Green 
 
Special Thanks to: 
 
CHJ President  Ruth Light 
High Holidays Coordinator - Rochelle Green 
High Holidays Services - Rochelle Green, Gail Ostrow 
High Holidays Logistics - Philip Garrison 
Service Leaders - Rochelle Green, Michelle Tomarkin 
Vocalist - Anna Slate 
Pianist - Igor Pasternak 
Cellist - Nicholas Hardie 
Shofar - Steven Baumann 
Torah Readers - Andrew Coleman, Relly Coleman 
Torah Commentary - David Shafer 
Torah Stewards - Daniel Armin, Alexandra Mack, Dana Preis, David Shafer 
Kaddish Reader - Relly Coleman 
Taschlich Ceremony - Alan Katz 
Forgiveness Program - Ruth Windsor 
Meditation - Elsa Cantor 
Technical Advisors - Dana Preis, Rachel Dreyfus, Emily Shufrin 
Newsletter - Deborah Shindell  
Promotion - Rachel Dreyfus, Dana Preis, George Rockmore, Donna Soucy 
Social Media - Dana Preis  
Membership – Lesley Apt, Myrna Retsky, Ellie Shafer 
Graphic Design - Sheryl Baumann 
Website - Barbara Jay, Roberta Frank 
Candelabra and Torah Ark - Gary Frohnhoefer, David Dietz 
Greeters, Readers & Candle Lighters: too many to mention,  
but thanks to each of you! 
 
 
 
The Congregation for Humanistic Judaism offers sincere thanks to the Unitarian Church in 
Westport for allowing us to gather in its lovely sanctuary surrounded by trees and sky. We also 
offer thanks to the UCW clergy and staff, who have been consistently gracious and helpful.  
 
 



 
 

20 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

21 

 
 

 

 
 

CONGREGATION FOR HUMANISTIC JUDAISM 
Fairfield County, Connecticut 

P.O. Box 82, Westport, CT 06881 
 203.293.8867 

 
www.HumanisticJews.org 

www.facebook.com/CongregationforHumanisticJudaism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These ceremonies may be reproduced or used with the permission  
of CHJ and with appropriate acknowledgment 

 

 
 


